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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


June,  1986  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership^  ff  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
August  1,  1986,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2174- MT  Salvatore  J.  Falcone,  985  S.  Bascom  Ave.,  San  Jose,  CA  95128 

(Italy  & Italian  States) 

2175- MT  C.  T.  Greene,  P.  0.  Box  490,  Loganville,  Ga.  30249 

(Oriental ) 

2176- MT  Salam  E.  Al-Shakar,  P.  0.  Box  5344,  Manama,  State  of 

Bahrain,  Arabian  Gulf 

(Ancient  Oriental  Coins,  Proof  Sets  of  Modern  Coins) 

2177^-MT  Patsy  I.  Tiffin,  5517  Rice  Dr.,  Box  97902,  The  Colony,  TX  75056 
(Canadian  Coins,  Gold  Coins,  Buffalo  Nickels) 

2178-MT  Robert  M.  Tiffin,  5517  Rice  Dr.,  Box  97902,  The  Colony,  TX 
75056  - (General) 


REINSTATEMENT : The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

1308  D.  L,  Johri , 31/1  Shakkar  Bazar,  Indore  -2-  India 


Regular  Memberships  Converted  to  Life  Memberships: 

LM-86  Cecil  W.  Webster,  3521  W.  31st  Ave.,  Anchorage,  Alaska  99517 


HELP!  HELP!  HELP!  --  MEMBERS  THAT  WE  HAVE  LOST  TRACK 

Over  the  last  couple  of  years,  we  have  a few  members  where  their  mail 
has  been  returned.  If  any  member  knows  the  current  address  or  other 
information  on  any  of  the  following  members,  please  write  to  the  Mem- 
bership Chairman.  Note  that  some  of  them  are  Life  Members. 

LM-27  Brian  Altman,  M.D.,  654  Red  Lion  Road,  Huntington  Valley, 

Pa.  19006 

LM-55  William  E.  Cross,  299  Queen  St.,  West,  Toronto,  Canada  M5W  129 

LM-29  M.  Frank,  Box  A3920,  Chicago,  111.  60690 

1293  William  Kline,  3408  Granville  Road,  Westervill,e  Ohio  43081 

2006  Dr.  Yakup  Mehmet,  732  - 2 Ave.  NW,  #201,  Calgary,  Alberta, 
Canada  T2N  0E3 

LM-62  Harold  Salvesen,  Ekeberg  Gard,  1440  Drobak,  Norway 
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DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last 
report: 


Name 


ANDERSON,  Wm.  E. 
KRANEVELD,  Peter 
SHERWIN,  Monte 
WURM,  Hilde 


Type  of  Donation 

$10.00  Cash 
1 coin 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 


Preference  of  Use 

General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 


American  Numismatic  Society 

STAHL,  ALAN  M.  The  Venetian  Tomesello.  A medieval  colonial  coinage. 

Pub.  1985,  96pp , w/4  plates. 


Anton  Fox  & John  L.  Pieratt 

HELLER,  BOB.  Orders,  decorations  and  medals  of  the  Republic  of  (South) 

Vietnam.  Pub.  1986,  57pp,  i 11  us . 

Mike  Maier 

B0RG0MALE,  H.  A.  RABIN0  di . Album  of  coins,  medals,  and  seals  of 
the  Shahs  of  Iran  1500-1948.  1974  reprint,  55pp,  w/54  plates. 


II.  In  addition  to  those  mentioned  above  we  would  also  like  to  extend 
a belated  thanks  to  Bernie  Charles  for  having  helped  several  of  our 
members  through  a difficult  research  period  with  his  own  copy  of  Borgo- 
male's  Album.  We  are  sorry  that  we  did  not  mention  this  earlier.  Also 
our  thanks  to  David  G.  Briggs  for  the  continued  supply  of  the  Accession 
Lists  from  South  Asia. 


DI ADUMENI AN  - "PRINCE  OF  THE  YOUT^T 


Diadumenian,  the  very  young  son  of  the  Roman  Emperor  MacHnus,  is  de- 
Dieted  on  his  two  types  of  coins  as  the  Prince  of  the  Youth  and  the 
''Hope  of  the  State".  The  hope  was  not  to  last  too  long  as  Diadumeman 
was  assassinated  when  he  was  only  about  ten  years  old. 
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SOME  VARIETIES  OF 
TIBET’S  FIRST  STRUCK  COINS 


w. 


Bertsoh,  NI  #2067,  Frankfurt  & Dr.  K.  Gabrisoh , NI  #1330,  Mannheim, 
both  of  West  Germany 


Until  recently  the  so-called  "Kong-Par  Tamka"  (Craig  #60),  dated  Tibet- 
an cycle  13,  year  45  (AD  1791),  was  believed  to  be  the  first  coin  ever 
struck  in  Tibet.  It  was  thought  that  the  large  majority  of  coins  used 
in  Tibet  before  that  date  (cl:  Zahiruddin  does  not  give  any  remarks  on 
currency)  were  supplied  by  Nepal.  However,  in  1965  A.  S.  Martynov  pub- 
lished a very  interesting  article  on  the  first  coins  minted  in  Tibet, 
giving  much  earlier  dates  c2:.  In  this  publication  Martynov  gives  a 
Russian  translation  of  a Chinese  report  written  by  Ao-Hiu  c3:,  Governor- 
General  of  Szichuan  (Szechuan),  probably  published  in  1792.  Martynov's 
Russian  version  was  translated  into  German  by  K.  Gabrisch  and  this  trans 
lation  was  also  sent  to  N.  G.  Rhodes,  a keen  Tibetan  collector  in  Eng- 
alnd.  Mr.  Rhodes  gives  an  English  rendering  in  an  unpublished  c4:  article 
adds  on  some  historical  notes  and  draws  some  interesting  conclusions 
from  this  translation. 


Ao-Hiu,  who  refers  to  his  visit  to  Tibet  in  1789,  makes  three  highly 
significant  statements: 


1 . 


In  Chien  Lung  years  28  and  29  (AD  1763/64)  due  to  the  very  small 
supply  of  Nepalese  coins,  the  Demo  Tulku  (the  Regent  during  the  min- 
ority of  the  eighth  Dalai  Lama)  De-mo  sprul-sku  Nag-dban-^jam-dpal - 
bde-legs-rgya-mts^o,  (1757-1777)  c5:  struck  coins. 

In  the  50thyear  of  Chien  Lung  (AD  1785)  the  Dalai  Lama  issued  a single 
coin  whose  fineness  was  sli ghtly  higher  than  that  of  the  previous  issue. 


3.  Ao-Hiu  mentions  newly  issued  coins  which  were  shown  to  him  for  exam- 
ination and  whose  fineness  was  better  still  than  that  of  the  two 
earlier  issues,  which  Ao-Hiu  had  also  seen. 


Unfortunately  the  Governor-General  of  Szichuan  does  not  give  any  descrip 
tion  of  the  three  coin  issues  he  is  referring  to.  N.  G.  Rhodes  in  his 
above-mentioned  article  however  tries  to  identify  at  least  the  first 
and  second  issues,  taking  the  increasing  fineness  of  the  coins  as  a 
guideline  and  corroborating  his  findings  by  historic  facts. 


According  to  Rhodes  the  first  issue  may  well  be  the  first  Tanka-coin 
illustrated  in  Krause-Mi shier  c6:  under  the  heading  of  "Miscellaneous 
Tangkas".  This  coin  has  an  almost  identical  obverse  and  reverse.  The 
date  1763/4  is  a likely  date  for  a coin  issued  by  Tibet  since  Prithvi 
Narayan  Shah,  ruler  of  Ghorka,  started  preparing  his  conquest  of  the 
three  Malla  Kingdoms  (Kathmandu,  Lalitpur/Patan  and  Bhaktapur/Bhadgaon) 
by  trying  to  seal  off  the  trade  routes  connecting  the  Kathmandu  valley 
to  Tibet.  These  events  took  place  between  1754  and  1768,  and  could  ex- 
plain Ao-Hiu's  statement  that  Nepalese  coins  were  in  short  supply  by  1763-4 


Rhodes  thinks  that  the  second  coin  issued  in  1785  may  well  be  the  third  of 
the  "Miscellaneous  Tangkas"  in  Krause/Mishler.  This  is  the  so-called  "Sri 
Magalam  Tangka"  which  seems  to  be  of  finer  alloy  than  the  previous  issue. 
During  Prithvi  Narayan  Shah's  reign  in  Kathmandu  (1768-1775)  hardly  any  coins 
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were  sent  from  Nepal  to  Tibet  due  to  a dispute  which  arose  between  the 
two  countries  over  the  value  of  the  previous  debased  Malla  issues  which 
were  still  circulating  in  Tibet.  Prithvi  Narayan  Shah's  successor,  Pra- 
tap  Simha  (1775-1777)  however  struck  large  quantities  of  specially  de- 
based coins  for  Tibet,  which  most  probably  were  not  legal  tender  in 
Nepal.  By  1785  these  coins  were  only  worth  about  75%  of  silver  weight. 
This  makes  it  somehow  difficult  to  explain  why  the  Dalai  Lama  would  have 
struck  fine  silver  coins  in  this  year,  since  they  would  have  to  be  cir- 
culated at  less  than  bullion  value  and  it  would  have  been  worthwhile  to 
hoard  them  or  melt  them  down.  The  latter  must  indeed  have  happend, 
since  only  very  few  specimens  of  this  coin  are  known  nowadays. 

It  would  be  rather  tempting  to  take  the  second  "Miscellaneous  Tangka" 
in  Krause/Mishler  as  the  third  issue  which  Ao-Hiu  mentions,  but  the  low 
silver  content  of  this  coin  makes  it  quite  probably  that  it  was  minted 
at  a much  later  date.  Ao-Hiu1 s third  issue, which  cannot  be  identified 
conclusively,  may  have  been  a forerunner  of  the  very  rare  Tangka  issue 
dated  57th  year  of  Chien  Lung  (AD  1791)  which  is  illustrated  in  Krause/ 
Mishler  as  KM  no,  1455. 

Although  Rhodes'  attributions  of  specific  coins  to  specific  dates  can 
in  no  way  be  proved  beyond  doubt,  it  remains  very  likely  that  some  con- 
nections exist  between  Ao-Hiu's  report  and  the  coins  whose  varieties 
we  publish  in  this  article.  Consequently,  we  may  call  these  coins  - at 
least  tentatively  - the  first  coins  ever  minted  in  Tibet. 

1763-6  Issue 


Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  divided  into  eight  petal -shaped  com- 
partments, each  containing  the  same  character  which  has  not  yet  been 
deciphered.  The  central  part  most  probably  represents  the  "Wheel  of 
Law"  (Dharmachakra)  which  has  eight  spokes  standing  for  Buddha's  fam- 
ous eight-fold  path. 


Type  I - Single  central  circle  on  both  obverse  and  reverse 
(photo  1)  Weight:  5.49  gm.  Size:  27mm.  (Coll.  Gabrisch) 


Type  II  Double  central  circle  on  both  obverse  and  reverse 

From  the  coin  cabinet  of  the  Kunsthistori sches  Museum  in 
(photo  2)  Vienna 


(photo  2,  next  page) 
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Type  III  Single  central  circle  on  obverse  and  double  central  circle 
on  reverse,  same  as  illustrated  in  Krause/Mi  shier.  Our 
(Photo  3)  illustration  shows  the  specimen  from  the  coin  cabinet  of 
the  Kunsthi storisches  Museum  in  Vienna. 


1785  Issue 

Obverse:  Four  connected  oblong  hexagons,  each  containing  one 
Tibetan  character.  The  hexagons  are  intersected  by  four 
(Photo  4)  demi-circles.  In  center  a diamond-shaped  ornament.  The 
Tibetan  inscription  reads  "Shri  Mangalam"  which  may  be 
translated  as  "good  fortune". 

Reverse:  Similar  design  as  the  previous  issue,  but  in  a more 

ornate  style  and  each  compartment  containing  a Tibetan  syl- 
lable. Taken  together,  these  characters  give  a similar 
meaning  to  those  found  on  the  well -known  "Gaden  Tanka"  (Yeo- 
man #13):  "Gaden  Palace,  victorious  on  all  sides". 

Weight:  5.36  gm.  Size:  28.4  mm.  (Coll.  Gabrisch) 


Type  I 
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Type  II  Obverse:  As  above,  but  in  centre  a four-leaved  geometrical 

fi  gure. 

(Photo  5) 

Reverse:  As  above,  but  between  the  petals  three  buds  instead 

of  three  dots. 

Weight:  5.38  gm.  Size:  26.4  mm.  (Coll.  Gabrisch) 


Bibl  iograph.y: 

[13  Ahmad,  Zahiruddin:  "Sino-Tibetan  Relations  in  the  Seventeenth 
Century,"  Serie  Orientale  Roma  XL,  Rome  1970 

[2u  Martynov,  A.S.,  "0  pervych  chekankakh  monety  v Tibete"  (Moscow: 

Kratkie  Soobschcheni ia  Akademia  Nauk  SSSR,  Institut  Norodov  Azil 
No.  69,  po.  197-202,  1965) 

[31  (Chin-ting)  "Koe-erh-k'o  chi-lUeh,"  ca.  1792 

[4l  Rhodes,  N.G.:  "The  first  coins  struck  in  Tibet".  No  date,  unpub- 

lished. The  authors  are  grateful  to  Mr.  Rhodes  for  allowing 
them  to  make  free  and  ample  use  of  his  paper. 

[5l  Petech,  L.:  "Aristocracy  and  Government  in  Tibet  1728-1959,"  Serie 

Orientale  Roma  XLV,  Rome  1973 

[6l  Krause/Mi  shier : Standard  Catalogue  of  World  Coins 3 1985  edition. 

The  dates  1785  and  1840  have  been  inverted  by  mistake. 

************************************************************ *********** 

WAPPENMUNSEN 


The  ancient  coins  still  known  collectively  as  "Wappenmunsen" , or 
"Heraldic  Coins",  are  the  earliest  (560-525  B.C.)  of  the  coins  of 
Athens.  These  first  Athenian  coins  consist  of  a succession  of  about 
a dozen  different  designs.  These  designs  represent  the  heraldic  de- 
vices of  the  families  holding  political  power  at  that  time.  Although 
the  obverse  types  vary,  the  unity  of  the  series  is  contained  in  the 
weight  standard  and  the  occasional  linking  of  different  obverse  types 
with  identical  reverse  punches. 
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EARLY  FRANKISH 
MINTING  PRACTICES 

George  Goudy  & Joseph  Uphoff,  NLG,  San  Diego,  Calif.,  NI  # 1411 


Independent  German  coinage  commenced  with  imitating  the  issues  of  the 
late  Roman  Empire.  While  they  had  copied  Roman  motifs  for  centuries, 
a distinct  style  began  to  emerge  by  the  late  fifth  century.  An  example 
of  this  trend  were  the  Franks.  When  their  first  king , Clovis,  was  crowned 
in  481,  they  viewed  themselves  as  the  successors  to  Rome  rather  than  its 
enemy.  If  they  adopted  Latin  for  their  language  as  well  as  for  their 
laws,  they  were  not  likely  to  stray  far  from  the  Roman  minting  process. 
We  will  discuss  the  important  developments  that  occured  during  the  Mero- 
vingian and  Carol ingi an  periods  in  the  issuance  of  gold  and  silver  coin- 
age that  eventually  would  become  the  standard  for  the  coins  of  Western 
Europe  by  900  AO. 

Gold  coins  of  the  early  Merovingians  were  of  excellent  quality  and  were 
used  as  bullion  well  into  the  seventh  century.  The  supply  of  gold  took 
the  form  of  tribute  from  the  Byzantines  and  Lombards.  However,  this 
source  began  to  wane  toward  the  end  of  the  seventh  century.  As  the 
Franks  lacked  gold  mines  of  their  own  they  needed  to  devise  a solution 
to  this  problem.  Even  during  the  good  times  of  the  Roman  Empire,  Gaul 
had  never  been  prosperous  and  by  the  fifth  century  had  returned  to  an 
agrarian  economy.  This  gold  problem  was  aggravated  by  Eastern  merchants 
who  would  only  accept  it  in  payment  for  their  popular  luxury  items.  This 
problem  was  shared  with  the  other  Germanic  nations  and  the  Romans  before 
them.  It  was  solved  by  a devaluation  of  the  gold  coins,  the  only 
solution  possible  under  the  circumstances. 


By  around  574,  some  Merovingian  mints  began  issuing  solidi  and  tremisses 
at  the  new  lower  weight.  This  experiment  proved  successful  and  the 
lighter  coins  soon  spread  throughout  Europe.  The  Merovingians  utilized 
four  cities  to  mint  their  coins  during  this  time  that  were  instructed 
to  melt  any  coins  minted  on  the  old  standard  and  to  restrike  them  in 
the  smaller  Frankish  image. 


'fig.  1)  THEODEBERTUS,  Gold  coin  (534-548  AD) 
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In  spite  of  the  changing  weight  standard,  the  imagery  remained  almost 
completely  Roman  throughout  this  period.  The  slowness  to  abandon  Roman 
designs  was  founded  on  more  than  awe.  Coins  were  still  suspect  as  a 
medium  of  exchange  by  most  Germanic  people  and  if  they  were  to  be  ac- 
cepted they  must  be  in  some  way  familiar.  As  they  copied  Roman  coins, 
it  became  only  logical  that  this  practice  would  continue  well  after 
Rome's  collapse.  Another  point  to  consider  was  that  coins  faced  stiff 
competition  from  other  media  such  as  furs,  leathers,  cattle,  and  slaves 
which  were  established  in  everyday  life  and  whose  exchange  rate  could 
be  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  involved  without  the  interference  of  an 
outside  governing  entity. 

The  first  break  with  Roman  minting  tradition  came  during  the  reign  of 
Theodebert (534-548  AD)  who  defeated  the  Visigoths  and  the  Byzantine 
navy  in  Italy  in  538.  To  commemorate  this  victory,  he  ordered  gold 
coins  minted  with  victory  on  the  reverse  and  his  bust  with  the  legend 
D.N.THEODEBERTVS  VICTOR  (fig.  13  above)  on  the  obverse.  While  it 
failed  to  meet  wide  acceptance  it  did  mark  the  first  Frankish  attempt 
at  regal  coinage.  Eventually  the  Merovingians  broke  with  Roman  tra- 
dition and  began  placing  their  own  image  upon  their  coins.  This  occurred 
shortly  after  Clothaire  II  unified  the  three  Frankish  kingdoms  in  613. 


By  the  mid  seventh  century  there  were  more  than  one  thousand  mints  in 
the  Frankish  Kingdom  and  the  right  to  coin  had  been  usurped  by  the 
moneyers.  Central  authority  had  disintegrated  to  such  a point  that  by 
the  end  of  the  century,  the  name  of  the  moneyer  had  replaced  the  name 
of  the  king  and  the  moneyer  became  a personage  in  his  region.  There  was 
irregular  coinage  and  by  650  the  gold  coins  contained  as  much  as  forty 
percent  si  1 ver. 

It  would  not  be  until  the  reign  of  Pepin  IV  (751-768)  before  any  de- 
finite and  lasting  monetary  reforms  were  instituted.  He  began  by 
tightening  the  royal  authority  over  the  mints  and  ending  usurped  pro- 
minence of  the  mintmasters.  He  continued  by  issuing  coins  that  were 
entirely  royal  in  name  or  monogram.  Only  the  name  of  the  mint  appeared 
on  the  reverse.  The  coinage  was  entirely  of  silver  and  was  designated 
denarii  after  the  early  Frankish  coins.  This  would  later  evolve  into 
the  French  word  denier.  Due  to  the  almost  total  loss  of  Roman  influence 
(only  the  designation  for  the  coins  remained  Roman  --  weight,  fabric, 
and  design  had  been  radically  changed),  the  cessation  of  eastern  don- 
atives, and  the  drastic  reduction  of  foreign  trade,  a system  more  suited 

to  the  Frankish  economy  was  instituted. 


(fig.  2)  CHARLEMAGNE 
eirca  800  AD 


As  the  Carol ingians  wished  to  create  their 
own  mintage  monopoly,  they  ordered  all 
foreign  coins  to  be  melted  and  restruck 
and  to  begin  a drastic  reduction  of  the 
number  of  mints  in  operation.  To  rein- 
force this  last  philosophy,  Charlemagne 
issued  an  edict  in  805  that  outlawed  the 
minting  of  coinage  at  any  mint  without 
the  authorization  of  the  crown.  However, 
this  decree  proved  to  be  virtually  un- 
enforceable. 

In  addition  to  the  denarius,  Charlemagne 
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issued  a half-unit  with  the  name  of  obolus. 

While  this  denomination  proved  a failure,  it  was 
one  example  of  his  attempt  to  associate  himself 
with  the  classical  world  he  hoped  to  re-create. 
To  further  relate  himself  to  his  Roman  heritage 
he  struck  denarii  at  the  palace  mint  after  his 
coronation  as  emperor  in  800.  This  coin  (fig. 
2y  above)  shows  Charlemagne  in  imperial  re- 
galia and  seems  to  have  a fairly  accurate  por- 
trait of  him  as  it  agrees  with  a contemporary 
bronze  statue  (fig.  3).  It  was  struck  at  all 
royal  mints  and  many  fine  examples  survive. 


sor 


(fig.  3)  Bronze  statue 


The  importance  of  the  accuracy  of  the  image 
lies  in  the  improved  technology  of  the 
moneyers  over  their  Merovingian  predeces 
(fig.  4)  and  the  respect  and  control 
Charlemagne  held  over  his  minters. 

Louis  the  Pious,  Charlemagne's  successor 
in  France,  continued  the  family  monetary 
policy  by  decreeing  heavy  punishments 
that  included  exile,  confiscation,  and 
the  loss  of  a hand  for  striking  coins 
without  receiving  royal  authorization  to 
do  so. 


of  CHARLEMAGNE  Even  this  Droved  to  be  a failure,  for  in 

864  Charles  the  Bald  issued  yet  another 
edict  that  attempted  to  confine  the  mints  to  royal  palaces  and  nine 
public  buildings.  However  due  to  economic  fragmentation  of  the  period, 
the  number  of  mints  actually  increased  throughout  the  ninth  century. 

It  would  not  be  until  1879  (when  the  Paris  mint  was  the  sole  mint  through- 
out France),  that  the  Carol ingi an  concept  of  one  mint  was  finally  rea- 
1 ized. 


This  fragmentation  of  the  Carol ingi an  Empire  in  the  ninth  century  re- 
sulted in  the  relaxation  of  royal  authority  over  mintage.  The  counts 


THEODEBERT,  534-548  CLOTHAIR  II,  584-628  DAGOBERTy  628-638AD 

(Fig.  4 — All  considerably  enlarged) 
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who  had  administered  the  coinage  for  the  kings  became  independent  and 
by  the  end  of  the  century  were  issuing  coinage  of  their  own.  A century 
later,  coinage  in  the  king's  name  was  rarely  encountered  outside  the 
royal  domain. 

In  addition  to  their  interest  in  coinage  and  their  strong  determination 
to  have  their  coins  accepted,  the  Carol ingians  recognized  the  importance 
of  creating  a state  monopoly  over  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of 
their  currency.  They  fixed  the  ratio  of  gold  and  silver  and  fined  those 
who  did  not  use  their  coins.  They  called  in  old  coins  which  were  of  great 
diversity  and  replaced  them  with  coins  of  uniform  weight,  type  and  fabric. 
They  removed  their  empire  from  the  use  of  gold  coinage  completely  for  which 

they  had  no  supply  and  put  it 
on  silver  which  was  available 
in  Europe.  In  changing  their 
coinage  from  gold  to  silver, 
they  issued  a coin  that  was 
more  easi  ly  avai 1 able  to  their 
citizens  and  thus  helped  modern- 
ize commerce.  This  was  so  suc- 
cessful that  their  influence 
extended  outside  their  empire. 
One  of  their  (penny's)  imi- 
tators was  King  Off a of  Mercia 
who  spent  some  time  at  the 
Carol ingi an  court.  His  den- 
arius and  half-denarius, 

weighed  the  same  as  the  French  ones,  evolved  into  the  English  penny  and 
halfpence.  French  coins  also  became  the  models  for  the  Scandinavian 
deniers . 

Thus  the  Frankish  kings,  especially  Pepin  IV  and  Charlemagne,  had  a de- 
finite and  lasting  influence  upon  the  coinage  of  Europe. 

*********************************************************************** 
COINAGE  ART  OF  GREEK  COLONIES  OF  SOUTH  ITALY 


Gold  Solidus  of  Frankish  King  Louis 
the  Pious  (814-40).  Among  the  last 
gold  coins  struck  in  northern  Europe 
for  the  next  four  centuries.  (2x) 


The  ancient  Greek  coins  from 
the  colonies  of  South  Italy, 
and  in  particular  Sicily,  are 
acknowledged  to  be  some  of  the 
finest  examples  of  the  die- 
engraver's  art  from  all  times. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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HOW  COULD  ROMAN  COINS 
COME  TO  ICELAND? 


Reinhold  Jordan 3 


S chweinfurt 3 


W.  Germany , NI  # 1993 


As  everybody  knows,  Iceland  is  an  island-state  between  Europe  and  Green- 
land very  close  to  the  Polar  Circle.  It  is  inhabited  by  people  speaking 
a Germanic  language  and  descended  from  Norse  Vikings. 
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Three  sites  of  Roman  coin  finds 
in  Iceland  beginning  in  1905 


The  importance  of  these  finds 
lies  in  the  fate  of  the  coins. 
The  principal  question  is:  how 
those  ancient  coins  came  to  an 
island  which  was  not  redis- 
covered until  several  cen- 
turies after  the  coins  had 
been  minted  (1) . 


Nobody  would  probably  claim 
that  the  four  Roman  bronze 
coins  which  have  been  found 
in  Iceland  to  date  are  numis- 
matic gems.  None  of  them  -- 
minted  during  the  decline  of 
the  Roman  Empire  --  are  of 
great  rarity  or  of  considerable 
numismatic  importance.  The 
condition,  at  least  of  the 
three  coins  I've  seen  pictures 
of,  is  not  impressive  either. 


THE  COINS.  Three  of  the  four 

Roman  coins  found  in  Iceland  to  date  have  been  located  in  southeast  Ice- 
land, one  in  the  south  (2).  All  of  them  are  Antoninian,  a type  of  coin 
which  had  been  introduced  in  the  year  215  by  Caracalla  as  double  denars 
made  from  good  silver.  Due  to  inflation  this  coin  quickly  developed  into 
a base-metal  coin,  and  from  Valerian  (AD  253-160)  it  had  no  more  than  a 
symbolic  silver  content  of  4%.  This  silver  content  had  been  concentra- 
ted by  a technical  process  on  the  surface  of  the  coin.  As  the  shiny 
surface  of  the  coins  disappeared,  Antoniniani  minted  after  the  middle 
of  the  third  century  were  de  facto  bronze  coins. 


To  distinguish  the  double  denarii  from  denari i , the  emperors  pictured  on 
the  obverse  of  the  coins  wear  the  radiate  crown  of  the  sungod  (3). 

The  first  coin  was  found  in  1905  in  the  neighborhood  of  Braa^avellir 
(in  Icelandic  the  ' d ' is  pronounced  ' th ‘ ) , a farm  in  Hamersf jOrthur 
(Suthur  Mulasyola).  It  proved  to  be  an  Antoninianus  of  Probus  (276-282), 
with  a reverse  legend  of  ROMA  AETER(NAE),  with  a temple  of  six  columns  (4). 


The  second  coin  was  found  in  Hvaldalur,  an  area  near  the  earlier  ^ind. 
It  shows  the  portrait  of  emperor  Diocletianus  (284-305),  with  a reverse 
legend  JOVI  C0NSERVA(0RI ) AVG,  showing  Jupiter  holding  a spear  (5). 


The  third  Antoni  anus  appeared  in  Hoitosholt,  almost  at  the  place  where 
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the  first  coin  had  been  found.  This  time  it  was  an  issue  of  Aurelianus 
(270-75).  Its  reverse  had  the  Roman  sungod  with  captives.  Legend: 
ORIENS  AVG  (6). 


In  1934  the  site  was  thoroughly  investigated  by  archaeologists, 
found  no  more  coins  but  a number  of  objects  which  proved  to  be  of 
Viking  origin  (7). 


They 


The  fourth  --  and  to  date,  last  --  Roman  coin  found  in  Iceland  was  ex- 
cavated in  Hvitarholt,  where  Thor  Magnusson,  Director  of  the  Icelandic 
National  Museum,  excavated  a Viking  farm  house.  This  coin  had  been 
minted  during  the  short  reign  of  Emperor  Tacitus  (275-6).  As  of  this 
writing  I have  not  seen  a photograph  of  this  coin  (8). 


An  Attempt  at  Interpretation.  Of  course  a most  romantic  explan- 
ation would  be  that  a Roman  merchant  ship  had  lost  its  way  during  the 
fourth  century  and  the  crew  went  ashore  on  what  was,  in  those  days,  an 
unpopulated  island.  They  possibly  had  to  spend  some  weeks  or  even 
a long  polar  winter  on  the  island  where  some  of  the  crew  lost  coins  which 
would  be  found  some  1600  years  later. 


I hesitate  accepting  this  interpretation.  The  findings  have  been  made 
in  at  least  two  different  places  and,  what  I think  to  be  still  more  im- 
portant, all  four  coins  have  been  found  in  connection  with  Viking-age 
sites.  As  far  as  I know,  there  have  not  been  any  other  Roman  artifacts 
found  on  Iceland  to  date. 

Since  all  of  the  coins  seem  to  have  been  quite  worn  when  found,  they  must 
have  come  to  Iceland  at  a much  later  period  than  that  of  the  emperors' 
reign ' s . 


As  small  (low  value)  money  is  comparatively  more  expensive  to  produce 
(more  time,  more  dies...)  than  minting  of  coins  with  a higher  face  value, 
small  coins  tend  not  to  be  withdrawn  even  after  changes  of  reign  or 
political  system.  Imperial  German  copper  money  for  instance,  which  was 
minted  after  1873,  was  kept  in  use  up  to  1941  (when  the  bronze  was 
needed  for  war-industry),  although  there  had  been  a couple  of  political 
and  economic  changes  leading  to  several  withdrawals  of  the  better  (sil- 
ver and  gold)  coins.  There  are  other  examples. 


As  for  Roman  coins,  there  is  evidence  that  they  continued  circulating  as 
small  change  long  after  the  fall  of  the  Empire.  Very  few  bronze  coins 
were  minted  during  the  Middle  Ages,  and  it  seems  that  ancient  bronze 
was  still  circulating  up  to  the  18th  century  in  France.  The  latest 
documentation  I have  found  mentioning  Roman  coins  in  circulation  assured 
that  such  coins  were  in  use  alongside  Turkish  copper  coins  in  Algeria 
during  the  mid  19th  century  (9). 

Considering  the  fact  that  Roman  bronze  did  circulate  in  certain  coun- 
tries as  small  change,  even  in  rather  recent  times,  I would  propose  the 
following  theses: 

1.  All  four  Roman  coins  found  in  Iceland  to  date  were  brought  there  by 
Icelandic  Vikings  after  870  AD. 


2.  They  were  taken  directly  from  circulating  small  change  of  coastal 

areas  which  Viking  pirates  visited  on  their  raids  in  Western  Europe  (10). 
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Notes  : 


1.  Iceland  was  reached  by  Iro-Scottish  hermits  in  the  9th  century.  A 
regular  settlement  was  not  established  before  870  when  the  Nor- 
wegian Vikings  reached  the  island.  Since  930  there  has  been  a 
kind  of  statehood  since  their  Althing  (Parliament)  was  established 
in  that  year. 

2.  Letter  from  Mr.  Thor  Magnusson,  Director  of  the  Icelandic  National 
Museum  dated  29  November  1981. 

3.  Ralph  B.  Kankelfitz:  Katalog  romisoher  Mtinzen,  2nd  Edition.  MUnchen, 
1982,  pg.  20. 

4.  Roman  Imperial  Coins  (RIC) 3 Vol . 2,  pg.  37,  No.  187 

5.  RIC3  Vol.  2,  pg.  256,  No.  161 

6.  RICy  Vol.  1,  pg.  306,  No.  376 

7.  Mr.  Magnusson  sent  me  an  essay  by  Krisjan  Eldjarn  (1956)  which,  as 
it  is  written  in  Icelandic  is  not  readable  by  me.  The  pictures, 
however,  prove  that  a number  of  medieval  items  had  been  excavated. 

8.  The  details  of  the  excavation  have  been  published  in  Arbok  hius 
islandzka  fromleifafelags  1972  (Reykiavik  1973),  pp.  71-3. 

9.  M.  Troussel:  "Le  Trgsor  Monetaire  de  Tiddis."  In:  Recueil  des 
Notices  et  Memoives  de  la  Society  Aroheologique  Historique  et  Geo- 
graphique  du  D&partement  de  Constantine 3 Vol.  66  (1948),  pg.  145. 

10.  These  theses  were  first  published  by  the  author  in  Geldgeschicht- 
liohe  Nachriohteny  Vol.  17,  Frankfurt/Main , March  1982,  pp.  87-8. 
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CAIUS  JULIUS  AEMILIANUS 


Cai us  Julius  Aemilanus 
was  born  in  Mauretania, 
of  an  obscure  family 
about  208  A.D.  Being  a 
good  soldier  and  with  an 
enterprising  character 
he  was  honoured  with  a 
consulate.  He  was  ap- 
pointed governor  of 
Maes i a and  Pannonia, 
where  he  repulsed  an 
invasion  of  the  Goths. 
With  his  valour  and  firmness,  as  contrasted  with  the  timid  and  yield- 
ing policy  of  Emperor  Trebonianus  Gallus,  the  legions  proclaimed  him 
Emperor  in  253.  After  his  election,  he  advanced  into  Italy  and  defeat- 
ed Gallus  and  Volusianus  and  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  in  254  as 
the  sole  emperor.  Aemilianus  was  at  once  compelled  to  march  against 
Valerianus,  who  had  been  elected  Emperor  by  the  legions  of  Rhetia  and 
Noricum.  Aemilanus  was  killed  by  his  own  troops  near  Spoletum  in 
Umbria,  on  a bridge  that  was  then  called  "The  Bloody  Bridge".  All 
of  his  coins  are  rare,  with  the  gold  being  of  the  highest  rarity. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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THE  PERUVIAN  COPPER 
COINS  OF  1823 

Horace  P.  Flatty  NLG,  Saratogay  California 3 HI  #1857 


(Hone  of  this  material  has  previously  appeared  in  English;  the  material 
on  the  origin  of  the  design  of  the  llama  resting  on  the  plain  and  the 
origin  of  the  " V " initial  has  not  previously  appeared  in  any  numismatic 
journal  and  is  the  result  of  Horace  Flatt's  own  research.) 


The  Spanish  strength  in  Peru  threatened  the  continued  independence  of 
all  the  countries  of  South  America.  Jose  de  San  Martin,  having  liber- 
ated Chile  in  1818,  sailed  northward  to  Peru  and  declared  the  independ- 
ence of  that  country  in  the  coastal  town  of  Huaura  in  November,  1820. 
The  effective  closure  of  the  silver  mines  of  Peru  as  a result  of  the 
ensuring  battles  between  the  patriot  forces  and  those  still  loyal  to 
Spain  led  to  a shortage  of  the  silver  coins  normally  used  in  commerce. 
The  copper  quarter  real  coins  of  1822  were  intended  to  fulfill  the 
need  for  small  change,  while  the  eighth  peso  and  quarter  peso  coins  of 
1823  were  intended  to  amortize  the  paper  money  which  had  been  intro- 
duced by  the  revolutionary  government  but  rejected  by  the  people.  The 
story  of  the  design  of  the  coins  has  only  become  clear  to  modern  col- 
lectors in  the  last  few  years. 

The  shortage  of  silver  led  Don  Jose  Manuel  Brito  to  propose  in  the 
fall  of  1822  the  production  of  several  silver  coins  corresponding  in 
value  to  those  normally  in  circulation,  but  differing  from  them  in 
fineness  and  design.  These  coins  were  to  circulate  only  within  Peru, 
much  in  the  same  way  the  earlier  provincial  coins  of  Spain  had  circul- 
ated only  in  Spain.  The  lowered  fineness  would  of  course  made  the 
existing  silver  go  further,  but  the  issuance  of  these  coins  would 
legalize  the  debasement  of  the  coinage,  something  the  government  was 
unwilling  to  do.  The  proposal  was  rejected  (1). 


Reverse  of  a % peso  of  1823  with 
llama  resting  in  foreground  (en- 
larged) . 


The  design  that  was  to  have  appeared 
on  one  side  depicted  the  sun  shining 
between  the  Andes  down  on  the  foot- 
hills on  which  there  would  be  a 
vicuna.  This  design  was  apparently 
remembered,  for  after  a law  was  pas- 
sed on  November  19,  1822,  calling 
for  the  issuance  of  the  two  copper 
necessity  pieces,  the  triumvirate 
then  ruling  Peru  finally  supported 
its  use  on  the  new  coins.  A pattern 
was  prepared  by  Don  Jose  Maria  Soto, 
the  chief  engraver  of  the  Lima  mint. 
He  submitted  the  pattern  coins  to 
Congress  for  approval  and  on  January 
4,  1823,  a letter  was  sent  to  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  which  ordered 
that  certain  changes  be  made  (2). 

The  obverse  was  to  have  the  complete 
name  "Republica  Peruana"  and  the 
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value  of  the  coin  in  letters  "quarto"  or  "octavo  de  peso"  with  the 
year  and  monogram  of  the  Lima  mint.  The  reverse  was  to  emphasize  the 
Liberty  cap  that  appeared. 

From  the  above  information,  it  is  easy  to  infer  that  the  obverse  of 
the  pattern  was  that  of  the  coin  listed  a #C1 23.2  in  the  Peruvian 
secti on  of  The  Standard  Catalog  of  Vlorld  Coins , or  as  number  636a  in 
the  book  of  Grunthal  and  Sellschopp  (3).  The  value  of  the  coin  is 
shown  as  "1/4  de  Peso"  and  "Rep.  Peruan.",  instead  of  the  more  com- 
plete designation  ordered  by  the  Congress. 

By  the  end  of  the  month  the 
coins  were  ready  and  a de- 
cree of  January  31  required 
that  the  public  accept  them. 

The  Venezuelan  diplomat  R.  J. 
Fosalba  made  an  extensive 
study  of  these  coins  early 
in  the  first  part  of  the  cen- 
tury and  noted  the  existence 
of  many  varieties  (4).  Pro- 
minent among  these  varieties 
were  the  coins  with  a "V" 
appearing  both  on  the  eighth 
and  quarter  peso. 

These  coins  are  known  to  be 
much  scarcer  than  those  with- 
out the  "V"  and  it  was  also 
known  that  the  "V"  was  the 
initial  of  Cayetano  Vidaurre, 
the  contractor  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  copper  coins. 
However,  a question  which  was  settled  only  with  some  recent  research 
was  the  following:  Why  did  the  "V"  appear  on  some  coins  and  not 

others?  Vidaurre  himself  gave  the  answer  in  an  issue  of  Mecurio 
Pevuano  in  1831  (5).  Vidaurre  was  not  only  the  contractor  for  the 
coinage,  but  also  held  the  contract  since  1810  for  the  provision  of 
the  copper  required  for  use  in  the  Lima  mint.  He  was  to  supply  300 
quintals  (approximately  3000  pounds)  of  copper  each  year.  Under  his 
contract  to  supply  the  coinage,  he  was  to  be  paid  10%  over  the  actual 
cost  of  the  copper.  However,  the  "V"  was  used  to  designate  those 
coins  made  of  the  copper  already  owned  by  the  government  but  still  in 
Vidaurre's  possession.  Thus  the  "V"  was  simply  an  accounting  device 
used  in  order  to  determine  the  real  amount  owed  to  Vidaurre. 

Incidentally,  collectors  should  be  aware  that  these  coins  were  re- 
issued in  1921  as  a part  of  the  commemoration  of  the  first  century 
of  independence  (6).  The  original  dies  were  apparently  used  and  there 
is  no  way  to  differentiate  the  restrikes  from  the  original  coins  ex- 
cept possibly  through  the  condition  of  the  coins:  Fosalba  also  com- 

mented in  his  study  that  the  condition  of  all  coins  was  very  poor, 
with  only  an  occasional  coin  bearing  all  letters  of  the  denomination. 
Thus,  as  attractive  as  they  may  be,  those  coins  which  are  occasionally 
advertised  for  sale  and  described  as  being  "au-unc",  with  "partial" 
or  "full  luster",  are  most  likely  examples  of  the  restrikes  made  in 
1920. 


Here  are  three  obverses,  two  with 
the  initial  " V (Courtesy  of 
Freeman  Craig  and  Company) 
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MEMORIAL  COINS  OF  EMPRESS  FAUSTINA  THE  ELDER 

R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln , Nebraska 3 NI  # 1289 

When  the  Empress  Faustina  the  Elder  died  in  141  A.D.,  her  husband. 

Emperor  Antoninus  Pius,  struck  a series  of  coins  in  her  memory,  sup- 


Obverse 


Reverse 


Reverse  Reverse 

posedly  to  immortalize  here.  Several  of  these  large  bronzes  have  as 
their  reverse  legend,  "AETERNITAS" , and  show  Faustina  in  a guise  of 
Eternity  seated  to  the  left.  The  obverse  is  usually  "DIVA  AVGVSTA 
FAVSTINA"  around  the  veiled  head  of  the  deified  Faustina. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI 

No,  14  - LEONTIUS  695-698 

•The  strategus  (commander)  of  the  Hellas  Theme  led  a successful  revolt 
against  the  hated  Justinian  but  his  own  short  reign  was  a time  of  an- 
archy, inevitable  if  an  usurper  cannot  consolidate  his  position.  It 
is  best  remembered  for  the  loss  of  Carthage  to  the  Arabs  in  698.  (Cur- 
rently, archaeological  excavations  are  going  on  there  to  clarify  this 
period.)  Much  of  the  army  escaped  by  ship  to  Constantinople  but  the 
soldiers  mutinied,  fearful  of  their  reception,  and  proclaimed  their 
drungarius  (Admiral)  Apsimarus,  emperor.  The  city  gates  having  been 
opened  by  treachery,  he  was  there  proclaimed  emperor  as  Tiberius  III. 
Leontius  had  his  nose  slit  and  was  confined  to  a monastery.  Monaster- 
ies or  nunneries  frequently  served  as  prisons  for  important  individuals 
during  Byzantine  history.' 


The  Coinage 

Regnal  years,  1/3;  Indictions  9/11. 


Wroth,  Goodacre  and  earlier  catalogues  attribute  no  coins  to  him  which 
was  improbable,  but  actually  his  coins  are  found  listed  under  Leo  III. 
See  the  D.  0.  catalogue. 


Actually  there  are  a reasonable  number  of  coins,  even  though  the  reign 
was  short,  but  some  of  them  are  very  rare.  The  old  style  design  - 
Cross  Potens  - was  used  for  the  reverses. 


The  Coins 

GOLD:  These  are  the  most  frequently  seen  coins,  though  expensive. 

The  obverse  legend  is  D.  LEON  PE.  AV.  in  some  form.  In  all  the  de- 
signs the  emperor  wears  the  loros  and  holds  the  akakia. 


Solidus , Const. 


Tremissis , Const. 


CONSTANTINOPLE: 

SYRACUSE: 

NAPLES: 

ROME: 

RAVENNA: 

SILVER:  This  is 


Solidus  (officinae  A - I are  found),  semissis, 
tremissis. 

Solidus  (elongated  A),  officinae  & several 

varieties.  * * 

Solidus,  tremissis, 

Solidus,  tremissis. 

Solidus,  tremissis. 

very  rare  and  none  is  known  for  Constantinople 
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RAVENNA:  % siliqua.  No  legend,  Reverse  cross  with  star  in  each 

angle . 

ROME:  % siliqua.  No  legend.  Reverse  RM  and  cross. 

COPPER:  I never  saw  any  coins  of  Leontius,  that  I know  of,  in  Istan- 

bul but  in  any  case  the  coins  of  Leo  III  are  not  all  that  common  in 
Wroth.  The  coins  are  badly  struck  or  restruck  and  little  known. 


h Fol 1 is  , Reverse 
Const. 


CONSTANTINOPLE:  Fol 1 i s , % F and  10  N.  Sometimes  restruck  on  earlier 

flans  with  the  % F often  being  triangular,  i.e.  a % 
of  the  foil  is  of  Constantine  IV, 


SARDINIA: 

SYRACUSE: 

ROME: 

RAVENNA: 


^ Follis,  sometimes  overstruck  on  Justinian  II. 

Foil  is.  No  legends  but  with  Leontius  monogram  on 
the  reverse.  w 

3/4  Follis,  often  rectangular  flans.  J or  W 

Follis  , h F. 

Leontius  monogram 


For  greater  details  about  any  of  the  coins  of  this  reign,  see  the  D.O. 
catalogue. 


************** ****************************** ***★**★**★*★**★ *★★**★**■*** 


TETRASTYLE,  DISTYLE,  HEXASTYLE,  OCTASTYLE,  AND  DECASTYLE 


A "tetrastyle"  on  an  ancient  coin  is  a building  or  temple  with  four 
columns.  A "distyle"  has  two  columns  while  a "hexastyle"  has  six 
columns  and  a "octastyle"  has  eight  and  a "decastyle"  has  ten. 

Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher 
140 


NORTH  KOREAN  TOURIST  MONEY 


Bob  Reis,  Lake  Oswego,  Oregon,  NI  ft 1649 

The  Democratic  People's  Republic  of  Korea  seems  to  be  following  the 
lead  of  China,  Cuba  and  other  socialist  nations  by  issuing  special 
money  for  foreigners.  I've  wondered  why  these  governments  do  this. 

On  the  face  of  it,  the  official  explanations  having  to  do  with  control 
of  people's  movements,  to  facilitate  demographic  studies,  to  play  for- 
eign exchange  games  seem  to  make  sense.  Then  I'  think  that  the  number 
of  people  who  actually  use  these  special  nummi  is  pretty  small.  Those 
foreigners  who  go  to  these  countries  rarely  find  the  special  money. 

I have  a brother-in-law  whose  business  takes  him  to  China  on  occasion. 
He  reports  that  the  tourist  money  and  the  renminbi  (Chinese  name  for 
their  money)  are  used  interchangeably  there.  He  tells  me  he  even  got 
some  ration  tickets  in  change.  Is  this  a system? 


DPR  of  Korea  Tourist  Money  of  various  dates.  Shown  is  the 
eommon  reverse  of  the  50  ohon  1978,  along  with  the  10  Chon 
1959,  5 chon  1974  and  the  1 chon  dated  1959.  Shiny  proof  - 
like  finish. 

Well,  the  DPR  of  Korea  is  following  the  example  of  these  other  govern- 
ments, for  whatever  reason.  According  to  my  source,  Mr.  Wolfgang 
Schuster  of  Vienna,  the  government  there  issues  three  varieties  of 
paper  money  with  different  colored  serial  numbers.  One  is  the  ordin- 
ary issue,  another  is  for  socialist  visitors,  and  another  for  capital- 
ists. Evidentally  these  are  actually  circulating  at  this  time.  In 
addition  there  is  a set  of  coins,  made  recently,  and  supposedly  not 
yet  in  use.  Mr.  Schuster  told  me  a friend  of  his  sweet-talked  a set 
out  of  the  central  bank  in  Pyongyang.  Now  he's  over  there  (it  took 
him  two  years  to  get  a visa!)  trying  to  get  some  more.  At  the  moment 
they  are  super-rare  in  numismatic  circules,  but  I can  give  no  prog- 
nosis on  their  eventual  availability. 

There  are  four  coins  in  the  set:  1 chon  1959,  5 chon  1974,  10  chon 

1959,  and  50  chon  1978.  The  designs  are  the  same  as  Yl-4,  except 
that  two  large  pointed  stars  appear  on  the  reverse.  They  have  a shiny 
"proof-like"  finish,  as  opposed  to  the  standard  matte  finish. 

Collectors  in  the  USA  should  be  aware  that  North  Korea  is  still  con- 
sidered an  "enemy"  nation  (like  Cuba),  and  trade  with  those  countries 
is  prohibited  to  residents  of  the  USA.  USA  Customs  considers  objects 
from  these  countries  to  be  contraband  subject  to  seizure.  This  in- 
cludes coins,  as  some  dealers  have  found  out  to  their  chagrin  and 
displeasure. 
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I would  be  happy  to  correspond  with  anyone  about  these  coins.  My  ad- 
dress is:  P.  0.  Box  1060,  Lake  Oswego,  Oregon  97034. 

********************************************************************* 


"AES" : Brass  and  copper  were  the  first  metals  used  by  the  Romans  as 

money  and  so  the  word  "Aes"  became  synonymous  with  all  money,  either 
gold  or  silver.  The  first  Roman  money  was  and  is  still  called  "Aes 
Grave",  then  came  "Aes  Rude"  and  then  "Aes  Signatum". 

********************************************************************* 


An  Invitation 

Tb  All  NI 

Members 


Write  today  for  your  sample  copy  of 
WORLD  COIN  NEWS,  the 
International  Weekly  News  Magazine 
for  collectors  of  world  coins. 


Overseas  Members: 

Please  include  one  international 
postal  reply  coupon  for  surface 
mail,  two  for  airmail  dispatch. 


world 

coin 

news 


fTTN  krausc 


'Wz/  publications 


700  E.  State  St.,  lola,  Wl  54990  U.S.A. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 

(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
posed, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

AUSTRALIA  (Continued):  Y6  - 1923,  1924,  1926,  1927,  1929,  1931,  1933/2, 

1933-1936  incl.  fTT^  C;  Y9  - 1924,  1936;  Y10  - 1925,  1936;  Yll  - 1911, 
1917;  Y 1 2 - 1918,  1931;  YB13  - 1927P;  Y13-14  - C;  Y15  - CX  (1941  hi  dot, 
1942B  w/o  I,  1943M,  19431  type  2,  1944M,  1946M);  Y16  - CX  (1939M,  1941M); 
Y 1 7 - 1940,  1942M,  1942D,  1942S,  1943D,  1944S;  Y18  - 1940,  1941,  1942S, 
1943S , 1944,  1945;  Y19  - CX  (1939M,  1944S,  1945M);  Y20  - 1937;  Y21  - CX 
( 1 951 P no  dot);  Y22  - CX  (1950P,  1951  PL) ; Y23  - C;  Y24  - CX  (1949,  1951); 
Y25  - 1 951  PL ; Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y31  - 1954;  Y34  - C; 

Y35  - C;  Y36  - CX  (1955p,  1957p,  1958p);  Y37  - CX  (1956,  1957,  1958); 

Y38  - 1955,  1958,  1960,  1962,  1963;  Y39  - 1959,  1960,  1961,  1963;  Y40  - 

1956,  1960,  1962,  1963;  Y41  - C to  1975  X (1966P);  Y42  - C to  1974  X 
(1966m);  Y43  - C to  1975  X (1972,  1973);  Y44  - C to  1977  X (1970,  1971, 
1976);  Y45  - C to  1978  X (1966L,  1967,  1971,  1976,  1977);  Y46  - C; 

Y47  - C to  1976  X (1973,  1974,  1975);  Y58  - C;  Y49  - C. 

AUSTRIA:  C3  - 1772B;  C12  - C;  C16  - 1861,  1862;  C17a  - C;  C39  - 1758; 

C78  - 1760;  Cl  1 6 - 1771B;  C127  - 1781B,  1781S;  Cl 28  - 1781A,  1782C; 

Cl 32  - 1781  ; C149  - 1800A,  1800S;  Cl 50  - 1799A;  C150a  - 1800C;  Cl 56  - 
1795G;  Cl 57  - 1804B;  C172  - 1812A;  C173  - 1812S;  C174  - 1821B;  C175  - 

1816S;  C176  - 1816A;  C177  - 1816A,  1816G;  C178  - 1807S;  C179  - 1807S; 

Cl 80  - 1815B;  C180b  - 1826A;  Cl 81  - 1815A;  Cl 81a  - 1 821 B ; C183  - 1808A; 

Cl 83a  - 1814A;  C188a  - 1837A;  C190a  - 1837A;  Cl 91  a - 1845:  C196  - C; 

C198  - 1851 A ; Cl 99  - 1851B;  C200  - 1851 B ; C201  - 1851  A;  C202a  - 1849A; 

C206  - 1854A;  C210  - 1854A;  Y6  - 1858B,  1860V,  1885;  Y7.1  - 1859M, 

1860A,  1881,  1885;  Y7.2  - C:  Y8  - 1860B;  Y9  - 1958A;  Yll  - 1872;  Y12  - 
1869;  Y14  - 1859A;  Y15  - 1861A;  Y26  - 1894,  1895,  1897,  1901,  1909, 

1910,  1911,  1915;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - 1894,  1897,  1899,  1900,  1901,  1903, 

1905,  1907,  1908,  1910,  1912,  1914;  Y29  - 1893,  1894,  1895,  1910; 

Y30  - 1893,  1894,  1895,  1907;  Y31  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y33  - C;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - 

1893,  1899;  Y37  - 1915;  Y55  - Restrike;  Y56  - 1924;  Y57  - C;  Y58  - C; 

Y60  - 1925,  1926,  1927,  1928,  1935,  1937;  Y61  - CX  (1934,  1935,  1938); 

Y62  - 1931,  1934,  1936;  Y63  - CX  (1928);  Y65  - 1935;  Y66  - 1934;  Y67  - 
CX  (1924);  Y68  - CX  (1932);  Y69  - C;  Y79  - 1934;  Y87  - 1950,  1955, 

1957,  1963-1966  incl.,  1968,  1969,  1972;  Y88  - 1948;  Y89  - C to  1968 
X (1967);  Y90  - C to  1974  X (1969,  1972);  Y91  - CX  (1946);  Y92  - C; 

Y93  - CX  (1952) ;~V94  - 1952;  Y95  - CX  (1950);  Y97  - C;  Y99  - 1957,  1958, 
1965,  1966,  1973;  Y99a  ^1^74,  1975,  1978;  Y100  - C;  Y101  - C;  Y103  - 

C to  1978  X (1967  thru  1970,  1973,  1975,  1977);  Y104  - C to  1979  X 

(1975,  1976);  Y106  - CX  (1963,  1966,  1967);  Y106a  - 1968,  1969,  1970, 
1976,  1978;  Y112  - C;  Y126  - C;  Y129  - C;  Y131  - C. 

AUSTRIAN  NETHERLANDS:  Cl  - 177;  Clb  - 1777;  C13  - 1763;  C43  - 1793; 

C44  1793';  046  - 1797C. 

AZORES;  C4  - 1795;  Y1  - 1880;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  YC5.1  - C. 

- r ■»  v » * — 

(Continued  next  month) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Fox  & Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  WANTED  - 

copies  or  photo  copies  of  Far  East  Numismatic  Digest , by  Allen  D. 

Craig,  Berkeley,  Ca.  Published  1950's  and  1960's  on  Annam,  Japan, 

Korea  and  China  cash  coins.  NEED  Cash  on  the  Line,  by  John  Novak,  all 
or  mostly  the  Annam,  French  Indo  China  sections.  Will  pay  copy  cost, 
etc.  Thanks. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  suffic- 
ient for  insurance  or  regi strati  on , if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution 
Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA. 

*********************************************************************** 


JERSEY'S  1877  COINS  STRUCK  IN  BIRMINGHAM 


The  only  coins  of  the  Channel  Island  of  Jersey  not  struck  at  the  Royal 
Mint  in  London  was  for  the  year  1877.  All  the  coins  for  that  year 
were  struck  by  Ralph  Heaton  & Sons  in  Birmingham,  England,  and  they 
all  have  the  familiar  "H"  mintmark. 


The  1/48  and  the  1/24  Shilling 
coins  of  Jersey,  dated  1877, 
occurs  in  proof,  both  with  and 
without  the  mintmark  "H",  even 
though  all  of  them  were  produced 
by  the  Ralph  Heaton  & Sons  mint. 
The  1877  1/12  Shilling  proofs, 
were  also  produced  with  and  with- 
out the  mintmark,  and  they  were 
struck  in  bronze,  nickel  and 
1/24  Shilling,  1877  aluminum  the  same  way. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************** 

FIRST  COLLECTORS:  The  collecting  of  coins  is  as  old  as  the  coins  are 

themselves . The  aesthetic  qualities  of  the  Greek  coins  were  admired 
by  the  early  Greeks  themselves,  who  became  the  first  coin  collectors. 
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